GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
for believing what they are taught and for doing
what they are told to do; a powerful though narrow
intelligence which has enabled them to make many
additions to abstract knowledge, although few to
practical wisdom.    All these gifts, however, have
been prostituted to selfish and unworthy ends.   Their
courage has made them a scourge to their neighbours,
and it has too often degenerated into a brutal tyranny.
Their endurance of suffering has filled them with
bitterness and hatred, causing them, when occasion
has presented itself, to oppress with ferocious per-
secution those whom they consider responsible for
their pains.   Their blind submission to leaders has all
too frequently resulted in their following unworthy
adventurers who have led them into dishonour and
disaster.    Their extreme credulity, mental docility,
and moral servility, has made them the victims of
countless false prophets, among whom in recent times
Nietzsche, Treitschke, Bernhardi, Houston Stewart
Chamberlain, Ewald Banse, and Adolf Hider, stand
eminent.   Under the influence of men such as these
they have become filled with a boundless and baseless
conceit, deluding themselves into the belief that they
are a pure race, a superior race, and a race whose
Kultur (really a relic of primitive barbarism) is better
than that of the rest of mankind.
If we ask how it is that a people so closely akin
in origin and race to the English have developed
characteristics so markedly different from theirs, the
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